The Solar System

Vocabulary List:

Solar system

Inner planets

Outer planets

Early Formation Theories:

Solar System Formation
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The terrestrial planets are the four innermost planets in the solar system, Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. They are called terrestrial because they have a compact, rocky surface like the Earth's. The planets, Venus, Earth, and Mars have significant atmospheres while Mercury has almost none. The following diagram shows the approximate distance of the terrestrial planets to the Sun.
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:MOTION OF THE PLANETS
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Rotations of the Planets
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