The National Debt

1. Do your parents have to pay bills? If so, what type of bills? Which ones do they think are the biggest bills (car payment, credit cards, home mortgage, etc.)? 
2. In dollars, estimate how much you think the national debt is currently.
3. In dollars, estimate how much you think your family’s share of the national debt is.
4. Go to the site U.S. National Debt Clock (http://brillig.com/debt_clock/) for the current national debt figures. Write the amount here:

· What is the difference in your estimation from the actual figure?
5. On U.S. National Debt Clock (http://brillig.com/debt_clock/) site, find the current family share of the national debt amount.  Write it here:

· What is the difference in your estimation from the actual figure?  

· What percentage of the national debt does an average family pay?

6. Go to the site http://www.kowaldesign.com/budget/money.html and participate in the interactive budget game and print out the results of your estimates.

7. Go to the site http://pbskids.org/democracy/mygovt/index.html “How Does Government Affect Me?” and list three services that the government provides that affect you. 
Service 1:

Service 2:

Service 3:

8. You need to understand that there is never enough tax money to pay for everything citizens want. One important task facing the president is to create a budget for the government. The president with his helpers decides how much money they have and how they will spend it. To learn more about this, and the president's other duties, please visit "President For A Day" on this site. Participate in the activity and answer the following questions:

How much does the President make?

What are other perks does he have?

What are three job duties of the President of the United States?

Job Duty 1:

Job Duty 2:

Job Duty 3:

9. Visit the UC Berkeley National Budget Simulation to manipulate percentages of the federal budget.  Print your estimates.
10. What groups of people or government services would be affected by your budget? 
11. Go to http://www.toptips.com/debtclock.html and look at the national debt clock for about 5-8 seconds.  

· How much money was spent since you logged in?

12. What do you think happened to create this debt and what can do we do to repay it?

13. Is it better to cut government spending? Increase taxes? Both? Neither? 

